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Registered Charity 800116 

 

South Devon Choir 

 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
25 January 2018 

 

7.30pm at St Paul’s Church Hall, Preston, Paignton 

 

 

Present: President: Mike Thompson (in the Chair); Sally Laird (Chairperson); John Hobbs 

(Director of Music); Prim Wood (Treasurer); Lisa Prager (Secretary); Committee Members 

Ann Gardiner, Paul Barton, Stella Currie, Jennie Litt; Tricia Turner; Simon Dunbavand 

(Accompanist); and 63 members of the Choir.  

Apologies were received from Rosie Clapham (Committee Member), and Choir members 

Anna Perry, Enid Brown, Chris Hinchliffe, Mike Beckett, Sue Bradbury and Anne-Marie 

Curror. 

1. Minutes of the AGM on 26 January 2017 had been circulated to all members prior to 

the meeting. It was proposed by Fenella Davis and seconded by Diana George that the 

Minutes be signed as a true record. 

2. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 

3. Chairperson’s Report: Sally Laird commented that, over the last few years, the Choir 

grown steadily, with an influx of new members in every voice part in 2016/17. The year 

began with the arrival of our new Accompanist, Simon Dunbavand, following the resignation 

of Tim Matthews in July 2016. Simon has proved a wonderfully sensitive accompanist as 

well as being an organist and conductor.  

Following the huge success of the Verdi Requiem concerts in July 2016 – a very costly 

exercise – the Committee budgeted an interesting but less financially demanding 

programme for 2016/17. All the concerts were held in Central Church, Torquay, starting on 

10 December with Hallelujah It's Christmas! comprising part 1 of Handel's Messiah and 

Cecilia Macdowell's lovely Christus Natus Est, with Simon accompanying on the organ. On 

15 December, a Choir social was held in St Paul's Church Hall with carols led by Trevor 

Bray on the piano, and festive food. A group of singers from the Choir volunteered to sing 

carols in Hooper's department store in Torquay on 17 December, where £100 was collected 

for Rowcroft Hospice – thanks go to Mark Saxelby for organising the event and to Richard 

Toll for conducting it. 

In February 2017 Simon Dunbavand's mother passed away, and members of the Choir sang 

Fauré's Requiem at her funeral in the Parish Church of St John, Paignton. 

For the March concert, the Choir sang two beautiful and contrasting works by John Rutter: 

his Requiem and the stimulating Magnificat, accompanied by Simon on the organ. Richard 

Toll (bass) played the solo cello part in the Requiem, with Hannah Sawle as soprano soloist. 

Rehearsals were enhanced by an extra Saturday morning session in early March, taken by 

Ian Curror and accompanied by Daphne Murphy. 

Another social occasion – a quiz and cream tea –  was held in February, organised by Prim 

Wood at Castle Barton tearooms, Compton. 
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The final concert of the season was Celebrating Summer on 1 July 2017, and included 

choral medleys from Oklahoma! and West Side Story, some lovely Shakespeare songs and 

sonnets set to jazzy music by George Shearing, and a witty piece about ecological changes 

in the countryside – Summer Sunday by Joseph Horowitz – which gave Choir members 

some small solo roles, which they performed excellently. 

Sally thanked the Committee for the time, care and effort put into organising, delivering and 

supporting all these concerts and activities; and commented that Mark Saxelby had become 

a co-opted member with stimulating ideas and support. The Choir members had also been 

totally supportive in many ways and thanks were due to those people who helped Tricia 

organise seating and clearing up; Stan Gardiner and his team for providing refreshments at 

practice; the front-of-house team led by Brian Laird and including John Clapham, Michael 

Currie and other Choir friends and members, who worked together at concerts to welcome 

and look after the audience; and John Christian who produced concert tickets, excellent 

recordings of the concerts, and practice CDs.  

Sally thanked the music staff – Simon Dunbavand, whose musicality and humour bring 

pleasure to the warm-ups, and John Hobbs, whose interest and support for the Choir are 

second to none, and who crosses the county each week to lead rehearsals and share his 

musical wisdom and knowledge, always with patience and humour.  

For the last 10 years, Mike Thompson has been our President – ever interested, supportive, 

musically experienced and knowledgeable, a very welcome presence at Committee 

meetings with his sage, well considered and helpful contributions, and leader of the AGMs. 

His photography has given much pleasure over the years, recording many notable 

occasions. His articles for the Herald Express and the programme notes he has contributed 

for 10 years were always original, interesting and often thought-provoking. However, with 

extra responsibilities in his role with Rotary, he feels it is time to retire as our President.  

Sally presented Mike with Life Membership of the Choir, and a framed cartoon picture 

painted by Ann Gardiner, showing Mike with the Choir Committee and references to his 

beloved Elgar and the Malvern Hills. 

President’s remarks: Mike Thompson responded by thanking Sally and all the Choir for the 

gifts. It was difficult to believe it was 10 years since he became President. He said it was not 

easy being a choir in Torbay, as he saw when he moved here from Hull in 1979. In Hull he 

had doggedly tried to promote classical music for the public, and in Torbay – something of a 

cultural desert – he had wanted to support the Choir by promoting its concerts through 

newspaper articles.  

The Choir does much more than is realised by the public, sometimes performing at a loss, 

but still involving a lot of hard work. The public has been fortunate to have the Choir, with its 

long heritage and the perseverance of the Committee and the back-room people, to keep it 

alive. Mike said he had enjoyed attending Committee meetings, with its friendly atmosphere, 

and had learnt so much of the work involved in staging a concert.  

4. Hon Treasurer’s Report: Prim Wood presented the Accounts for 2016/17, which had 

resulted in a surplus of £3,692 for the year, and a closing balance of £6,186 held in 

accounts. The concerts had made a small surplus of £400, the result of a conscious decision 

by the Committee to retrench, following the expenses of the previous year, principally by 

having no orchestras for the year. She offered her thanks to the Auditor, Ron Morris. Jennie 

Litt proposed and was seconded by Sharron Gibson that the Accounts be formally approved. 

All were in favour. 

5. Musical Director’s Report: John Hobbs reflected on a very successful year of music, 

with the final concert of Bach’s Sleepers Wake and Britten’s St Nicolas being a highlight, one 

of the Choir’s best. He looked forward to the coming year, beginning with the concert of 
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Rossini’s Stabat Mater and Puccini’s Messa di Gloria in April. The summer concert on a 

maritime theme would include Andrew Carter’s Horizons, settings of poems by Masefield, 

Kipling, Tennyson and others, a work he had loved for a long time. And in December 2018 

the Choir would perform Haydn’s joyful Nelson Mass, together with Chris Williams’ Tsunami 

Requiem, a moving work that also includes a children’s choir. 

John thanked the Choir for their friendliness and hard work; Simon, with whom he had 

greatly enjoyed working; and Ian Curror, as a high calibre stand-in during Simon’s absences. 

6. Election of Officer and Committee Members: In accordance with the Constitution, the 

Chair and two Committee member posts would fall vacant from September 2018. Sally Laird 

was willing to stand again as Chair; she was proposed by Jane Otieno, seconded by John 

Robinson, and duly elected. Rosie Clapham and Ann Gardiner were also willing to stand 

again as Committee members; together, they were proposed by Susan Wilks, seconded by 

Ellen Cole, and duly elected. No further nominations had been received. 

7. Ratification of Music Staff Appointment: John Hobbs’ contract was due to expire in 

August 2018, and a further one-year contract (2018/19) was recommended by the 

Committee. Ratification of the appointment was proposed by Charlotte Thompson and 

seconded by Sandra Worrall, and was approved by the meeting.  

8. Nominations for Other Posts: The following positions were nominated and accepted: 

Hon. Auditor ................. Ron Morris Concert Manager ............... Tricia Turner 

Orchestral Secretary .... Anna Cockroft  Music Secretary ................. Paul Barton 

100 Club Organiser ...... Jennie Litt Librarian/Hire Organiser ..... Rosie Clapham 

Gift Aid Secretary ......... Jennie Litt Refreshment Organiser ...... Stan Gardiner 

Publicity Officer ............ Stella Currie Sponsorship ....................... Mark Saxelby 

Members’ Secretary & Welfare ...Ann Gardiner 

Mike Thompson suggested that some non-Committee members could assist with support for 

some of the roles, particularly the publicity role which could perhaps be split and shared with 

others. 

9. Subscription Charges for the 2018/19 Season: Prim Wood commented that the 

Committee had already spent quite a lot on buying the new staging, which would be a great 

asset at concerts, and the Committee felt it was spent wisely. In comparison with other 

choirs, the current annual subscription of £85 was very cheap – some choir’s subs are twice 

that amount – and music-hire costs have rocketed. The Committee was recommending a 

£10 increase, to £95 for full members, from September 2018 (less than £3 per rehearsal). 

Sharron Gibson suggested it might be even higher, to perhaps £100; Sally Laird 

recommended limiting the increase to £10 from September 2018, with maybe a further £5 

increase the following year. Prim added that anyone could make a donation to the Choir at 

any time, or become a Vice-President. The increase of subscription to £95 from September 

2018 was proposed by Ros Allen, seconded by Hugh Morton, and all were in favour. 

10. Any Other Business: Mike Thompson presented a Long-Service Award to Sally Laird; 

and Sally presented similar awards to Prim Wood and Ros Newell. All had sung with the 

Choir for over 40 years, and all had served on the Committee. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 

 

 

Signed: ......................................................... Sally Laird, Chairperson, 24 January 2019 


