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Registered Charity 800116 

 

South Devon Choir 

 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
26 January 2017 

 

7.30pm at St Paul’s Church Hall, Preston, Paignton 

 

Present: President: Mike Thompson (in the Chair); Sally Laird (Chairperson); John Hobbs 

(Director of Music); Prim Wood (Treasurer); Lisa Prager (Secretary); Committee Members 

Ann Gardiner, Paul Barton, Stella Currie, Jennie Litt and Tricia Turner; Simon Dunbavand 

(Accompanist); and 63 members of the Choir.  

Apologies were received from Rosie Clapham (Committee Member), Frank Turner (Friend), 

and Choir members Sara Smith, Harry Pritchard and Lindsay Williams. 

The President, Mike Thompson, opened the meeting commenting that a successful year 

(2015–16) did not happen by accident, and thanking the Committee members for their work. 

He voiced a few misgivings about the programming, which he thought should find a balance 

between what the Choir wants to sing and what the audience wants to hear – a difficult 

balance to achieve. The Choir is a major contributor to Torbay’s music-making, but does not 

achieve the audience it deserves. Bach and Vivaldi on their own will not have enough appeal 

in the eyes of the public in the future, and programming needs to be more popular. 

1 Minutes of the AGM on 28 January 2016 had been circulated to all members prior to 

the meeting. It was proposed by Marsha Cooke and seconded by Diana George that the 

Minutes be signed as a true record. 

2. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 

3. Chairperson’s Report: Sally Laird commented that the year September 2015 to August 

2016 had been a busy season, beginning with the retirement of Accompanist Trevor Bray 

and the finding of his replacement, Tim Matthews. 

The Choir’s major commitment for the season was a joint performance – with North Devon 

Choral Society, Bude Choral Society and other singers – of Verdi’s Requiem in July 2016. 

As it was known that this would be costly, the Committee planned various fund-raising 

events, including a table-top sale, a cream-tea and quiz, and a coffee-morning in Brixham, 

each of which made a profit. Sally thanked all those involved in the organising. 

The November 2015 concert was dedicated to the memory of Brian Armstrong (bass), who 

had died in February 2015 and left a generous bequest to the Choir. The concert was 

Vivaldi’s Gloria and Magnificat and Bach’s Magnificat in D, sung at St Mary the Virgin’s 

Church, St Marychurch, Torquay. Family and friends of Brian were among the audience. 

A small concert, of Schubert’s Mass in G and a selection from Choral Classics, was held at 

Central Church, Torquay, in the spring of 2016; and rehearsals for the Verdi Requiem began 

in March. A successful choral workshop for the Requiem was held in May, led by Tim 

Matthews with Robin Brett as accompanist, and attracted several new singers on the day, 

some of whom remained with the Choir. Sally gave special thanks to the Committee for the 

extra work involved in organising the workshop (led by Paul Barton), as well as the very 

successful performances in July at Torquay Town Hall and Barnstaple Pannier Market. 
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Following the July concerts, Accompanist Tim Matthews resigned due to family and other 

commitments. 

Towards the end of the season a Long-Term Service Award and Life Membership were 

awarded to Helen Tregaskes (soprano), who had sung with the Choir for 50 years and was 

Chairman from 1982 to 1986. 

Sally thanked the Committee for being a wonderful team who all pulled their weight and 

volunteered willingly for all kinds of jobs. She also extended thanks to all those Choir 

members who stepped forward to help when needed, including those who put out chairs for 

practice, provided cake and other food, and volunteered at concerts and other occasions as 

needed. Specific thanks went to John Christian (preparing practice CDs, concert recordings, 

and tickets); Stan Gardiner and his team (providing tea, coffee and biscuits at weekly 

practice), and Brian Laird (front-of-house management) assisted by Mike Currie, John 

Clapham and friends.  

Also thanked were Tim Matthews (Accompanist for 2015–16); Trevor Bray (who stood in as 

accompanist when required, often at short notice); and Mike Thompson (President) for his 

support, and his interesting and knowledgeable music notes in the concert programmes.  

Finally, Sally thanked John Hobbs (Director of Music), not only for his unfailing attendance at 

practice despite the long drive from north Devon, but also for pulling out all the stops to 

prepare and finally conduct the Choir in the Verdi Requiem, one of the most exciting events 

in recent seasons of the Choir. 

4. Hon Treasurer’s Report: Prim Wood presented the Accounts for 2015–16 and reported 

that they were looking reasonably healthy, ending with deficit of £2,574. Fund-raising had 

increased by about £700; and about £200 had been raised through EasyFundraising.com; 

while the 100 Club had room for more members. The accounts for the joint Verdi Requiem 

concerts were attached, showing an overall loss to the Choir of £5,274, while the deficit on 

concerts for the whole year amounted to £5,291. Prim commented that, following the 

expensive year, the current season (2016–17) was designed to be less costly. 

Prim thanked everyone who had helped with fund raising, including Mary Mackie and 

Pauline Smith, and also thanked Ron Morris for auditing the Accounts. 

It was proposed by John Reece and seconded by Jennie Litt that the Accounts be formally 

approved. All were in favour. 

5. Musical Director’s Report: John Hobbs reflected on a lovely musical year, culminating 

in the magnificent Verdi Requiem, which he thought contained some magic moments for 

which he congratulated the Choir. 

More recently, there were two special features for comment: the growth of the Choir through 

new members, which was noticeable particularly among the sopranos and their quality of 

tone; and the arrival of the new Accompanist Simon Dunbavand in September 2016 – John 

was personally delighted by this and could see the Choir was as well. 

He looked forward to the Rutter concert in April 2017, and – something a bit different – the 

summer concert including Horowitz and a West Side Story medley. Referring to Mike 

Thompson’s earlier comments, John asked if anyone could define ‘popular music’; he 

thought that the Choir singing what we like to sing, and doing it well, was the key to 

attracting the audience. 
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6. Election of Officer and Committee Members: In accordance with the Constitution, the 

Treasurer and two Committee member posts would fall vacant from September 2017. Prim 

Wood was willing to stand again as Treasurer; she was proposed by Mary Mackie and 

seconded by Jane Otieno and duly elected. Stella Currie and Tricia Turner were also willing 

to stand again as Committee members; together, they were proposed by Diana George and 

seconded by John Reece, and duly elected.  

7. Ratification of Music Staff Appointment: Simon Dunbavand had been Accompanist 

from September 2016, on a one-year contract (2016–17). Ratification of his appointment 

was proposed by Chris Hinchliffe and seconded by Tricia Turner, and was approved by the 

meeting. A further, two-year contract for Simon (September 2017 – September 2019) was 

proposed by Richard Toll, seconded by Jennie Litt, and also approved. 

8. Nominations for Other Posts: The following positions were nominated and accepted: 

100 Club Organiser ......................... Prim Wood 

Gift Aid Secretary ............................ Jennie Litt 

Publicity Officer ............................... Stella Currie 

Concert Manager ............................ Tricia Turner 

Hon. Auditor .................................... Ron Morris 

Orchestral Secretary ....................... Nicola New 

Members’ Secretary & Welfare ....... Ann Gardiner 

Music Secretary .............................. Paul Barton 

Librarian / Hire Organiser ................ Rosie Clapham 

Refreshment Organiser ................... Stan Gardiner 

Sponsorship .................................... Mark Saxelby 

9. Subscription Charges for the 2017–18 Season: Prim Wood reminded members that 

subscriptions for 2016–17 has risen to £85, as approved at the AGM in January 2016. The 

Committee recommended that subscriptions for 2017–18 should remain unchanged at £85. 

All were in favour. 

10. Any Other Business: Sally Laird presented Pam Fenton (soprano) with a Long-Term 

Service Award and a basket of spring plants. She said that Pam had put a lot of her life into 

the Choir, which Pam joined in 1952 and in which she had sung, despite some breaks, for 

more than 50 years. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ......................................................... Sally Laird, Chairperson, 25 January 2018 


