
SDC AGM Minutes - 28 January 2016 

South Devon Choir 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
28 January 2016 

 
7.30pm at St Paul’s Church Hall, Preston, Paignton 

 

Present: President: Mike Thompson; Chairperson: Sally Laird; Director of Music: John 

Hobbs; Secretary: Lisa Prager; Treasurer: Prim Wood; Accompanist: Tim Matthews; 

Committee Members: Ann Gardiner, Jennie Litt, Paul Barton, Tricia Turner; 

and 44 members of the Choir. 

Apologies: Committee members Stella Currie and Rosie Clapham; and Choir members 

Frank Turner, John and Paula Christian, Richard and Annette Toll, Liz and Harry Pritchard, 

Helen Tregaskes, Terry Heritage, Mary Mackie, Patricia Beauchamp and Enid Brown. 

The President, Mike Thompson, opened the meeting and looked back at the 2014–15 

season; he thought the season’s music had been very successful from the audience’s point 

of view, with three very contrasting programmes: The Armed Man, Haydn’s Creation, and 

Gershwin which had been an experiment and very successful. 

Minutes of the AGM on 22 January 2015 and the Extraordinary General Meeting on 

18 June 2015 had been circulated previously. The Minutes were approved unanimously and 

were signed as a true record. 

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 

Chairperson’s Report: Sally Laird reported on a very enjoyable and successful year, that 

started with the new rehearsal venue (St Paul’s Church Hall) after a short term at Churston 

Grammar School. 

The season started with The Armed Man concert in Central Church, Torquay; followed by a 

carol concert with mincepies at St Luke’s Church, Torquay, which raised more than £300 for 

Medécins sans Frontières. Just before the spring concert (Haydn’s Creation), Accompanist 

Trevor Bray told Sally of his impending retirement. The July concert (Gershwin) was enjoyed 

by all despite the challenging scores. At the end of the season, the Choir said farewell to 

Trevor; Sally was delighted that he has kept in touch with the Choir, attending events, and 

offering his services for the future if needed. The Choir was lucky to have found a 

replacement in Tim Matthews.  

Sally thanked the Committee, which has grown as a team with all members more than 

pulling their weight. Particular thanks were due to Pat Wyatt, who retired from the Committee 

during the year after many years of work as Chairperson and Committee member; she was 

replaced by Stella Currie. 

Sally also thanked the many Choir members and others who so willingly contributed to the 

Choir’s success by volunteering to help, including John Reece, Brian Sanders, Pauline 

Smith, Sandra Worrall, Mark and Jenny Saxelby, Ruth Bowyer, Harry Symons, Sybil Morris, 

Mary Mackie, Marsha Cooke, Janet Bovey, Christine Hinchliffe, John Christian, Brian Laird 

and Stan Gardiner, as well as Ron Morris for auditing the accounts 

Sally closed by warmly thanking Mike Thompson, the President, for his unfailing support and 

musical knowledge, and John Hobbs, Musical Director, for his commitment in travelling 

every week to Choir practice, whatever the weather. Finally she paid special tribute to two 

very long-standing members – Helen Tregaskes and Barbara Shute – who, despite quite 

challenging illnesses, faithfully and regularly attend Choir every week when they can. 
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Hon. Treasurer’s Report: Prim Wood presented the audited accounts for 2014–15. She 

reported that the year had ended with a surplus of £2825, compared to the previous year’s 

deficit of £3500, partly due to receiving a back-payment of Gift Aid and also a donation of 

£1000 from the late Brian Armstrong. In addition, £1500 more was raised in ticket sales than 

in 2013–14, and concert costs were less. 

She said that the 100 Club was suffering from fewer members each year, and urged Choir 

members to join. Other fund-raising efforts had risen to £309 for the year (£38 in 2013–14) , 

partly due to the sale of CDs and photos etc. and a draw that had contributed £95. 

Prim thanked everyone who had helped with fund raising, and also Ron Morris as auditor. 

It was proposed by Brian Sanders and seconded by Tricia Turner that the accounts be 

approved. All were in favour. 

Musical Director’s comments: John Hobbs commented that the year’s wide range of 

music had extended from the 1780s to 2000, with the Gershwin concert being the highlight 

for him and he congratulated the Choir on its achievement there. The Choir was more in its 

own comfort zone in the present year (2015–16), with the coming concert of Schubert and 

Choral Classics; the Verdi Requiem (the highlight of all choirs’ repertoires) with a reduced 

orchestral score; part of Handel’s Messiah plus a modern work by Cecelia McDowall and 

general carols in December; and, in the spring of 2017, Puccini’s Messa di Gloria and 

Rossini’s Stabat Mater.  

John thanked the Choir members for all their efforts, and especially thanked the new 

Accompanist Tim Matthews. 

Election of Officers and Committee: In accordance with the Constitution, one officer (Hon. 

Secretary) and two Committee member posts fell vacant from September 2016. Lisa Prager, 

Jenny Litt and Paul Barton were all willing to stand again. As there were no other 

nominations, they were proposed en bloc by John Reece and seconded by Jane Otieno, and 

were duly elected. 

Ratification of Music Staff Appointment: Sally announced that Musical Director John 

Hobbs and Accompanist Tim Matthews had each accepted a two-year extension to their 

appointments, for the period September 2016 to September 2018. Ratification of the 

appointments was proposed by Jennie Litt and seconded by Diana George, and was 

unanimously approved. 

Election of Other Posts: Mike Thompson thanked all those who held other posts in the 

Choir, and all were willing to continue in their roles. However, the post of Publicity Officer 

remains unfilled, and Mike appealed for Choir members to consider helping in that role. The 

filled posts were: 100 Club Organiser – Prim Wood; Gift Aid Secretary – Jennie Litt; Concert 

Manager – Tricia Turner; Hon. Auditor – Ron Morris; Orchestral Secretary – Nicola New; 

Membership Secretary – Ann Gardiner; Music Secretary – Paul Barton; Librarian/Hire 

Organiser – Rosie Clapham; Refreshment Organiser – Stan Gardiner. 

Subscription Charges for the 2015–16 Season: Prim Wood reminded members that last 

year the subscription had been held at £75 + £5 for music hire. The Committee was now 

recommending that from September 2016 the subscription should be raised to £85 per year, 

including the hire of music. This was proposed by Brian Sanders, seconded by Sandra 

Worrall, and all were in favour. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.05pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ......................................................... Sally Laird, Chairperson, 26 January 2017 


